


Hello Fiddling Enthusiast, 

 

This is a book of arrangements of popular fiddle tunes.  I have adapted them 

for teaching purposes. 

These arrangements came from my work with fiddling students, and the need 

to get them playing real music as early as possible.  The fiddle is a very challenging 

instrument, and it is easy to lose interest without the immediate gratification of 

playing actual fiddle tunes. 

I have permitted authenticity to take a back seat to playability.  If you are 

concerned with authenticity, many excellent sources are available. 

  This book is comprised of three sections: 

Section 1: These arrangements are highly simplified and accessible to beginners. 

Section 2:  Intermediate players will enjoy these arrangements. 

Section 3:  These arrangements incorporate chromatic and Texas-style licks, and will 

challenge advanced players. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

Mike Cirillo 
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The Journey Begins… 

 
Section 1: A Pleasant Stroll 

 

Arkansas Traveler … 5 

Boil Them Cabbage Down … 6 

Bill Cheatum … 7 

Billy in the Lowground … 8 

Blackberry Blossom … 9 

Cluck Old Hen … 10 

Cripple Creek … 11 

Cuckoos’ Nest … 12 

Flop Eared Mule … 13 

Leather Britches … 14 

Old Joe Clark … 15 

Over the Waterfall … 16 

Ragtime Annie … 17 

Redwing … 18 

Say Old Man … 19 

Soldier’s Joy … 20 

The Eight of January … 21 

Turkey in the Straw … 22 

Whiskey before Breakfast … 23 

 

 

Section 2: The Path Gets Steeper 

 

Arkansas Traveler … 25 

Boil Them Cabbage Down … 26 

Bill Cheatum … 27 

Billy in the Lowground … 28 

Blackberry Blossom … 29 

Cluck Old Hen … 30 

Cripple Creek … 31 

Cuckoos’ Nest … 32 

Flop Eared Mule … 33 

Leather Britches … 34 

Old Joe Clark … 35 

Over the Waterfall … 36 

Ragtime Annie … 37 

Redwing … 38 

Say Old Man … 39 

Soldier’s Joy … 40 

The Eight of January … 41 

Turkey in the Straw … 42 

Whiskey before Breakfast … 43 

 

 

Section 3: A Mountain Ahead 

 

Arkansas Traveler … 45 

Boil Them Cabbage Down … 46 

Bill Cheatum … 47 

Billy in the Lowground … 48 

Blackberry Blossom … 49 

Cluck Old Hen … 50 

Cripple Creek … 51 

Cuckoos’ Nest … 52 

Flop Eared Mule … 53 

Leather Britches … 54 

Old Joe Clark … 56 

Over the Waterfall … 57 

Ragtime Annie … 58 

Redwing … 59 

Say Old Man … 60 

Soldier’s Joy … 61 

The Eight of January … 62 

Turkey in the Straw … 63 

Whiskey before Breakfast … 64 

 

The road is rough.  The path is steep. 

Do you dare attempt The Fiddler’s Journey? 
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Traditional version 3
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Congratulations! 

You have conquered 

The Fiddler’s Journey 

Good luck on your next fiddling adventure. 
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